Chapter Twenty-Three
FURTHER CONTROVERSIES

During the time since his arrival in the island Gauguin
had been observing with growing indignation the high-handed
and arbitrary methods employed by the local authorities when
dealing with the islanders. They were frequently imprisoned
for minor delinquencies and even for acts within their rights
that were in no way crimes. The point had been reached where
young girls bathing in the river were fined for exposing them-
selves indecently to the gendarme who had hidden himself for
the very purpose of watching them. When this official had
whiled away enough time in this pursuit he would take them
in charge for outraging, however unwittingly, public morals,
in this and in every case represented by himself*
Since Gauguin took the side of the islanders on every
occasion it was only a question of time before he and the police
came into violent conflict* The first serious clash occurred
over the imprisonment of an islander who, unable to under-
stand French, had innocently insulted the gendarme of the
valley* This official had called the man by some scurrilous
name which the islander had laughingly repeated back to him.
When the man appealed to Gauguin to explain what he had
said, Gauguin's right even to enlighten him was contested*
While the unfortunate man was put in prison, Gauguin was
threatened with expulsion from die island*
But more serious trouble was coming* The islanders were
always fighting to be permitted again the consumption of
intoxicating drinks, of their own if not of the sweet or sparkling
drinks which they had learned to enjoy when the French had
first come to their islands and which afterwards had been for-
bidden to them by the Catholic Mission with the help of the
police* The Mission had placed its ban on kv^-drinking, in
an endeavour to prevent the orgies that frequently followed
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